
Minutes from the ISN General Business Meeting

Singapore International Convention Center, Room 306 on level 3

Singapore
July 4th, 2006, 7 p.m.

Agenda

1. Opening of the Meeting

2. President’s Report

3. Secretary’s Report

4. Treasurer’s Report 

5. Report on the activities of ISN Committees

6. Status of the Second ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference, Antigua 2006

7. Status of the Cancun Meeting 2007

8. Status of the Busan Meeting 2009

9. Venue and Topic of the 3rd ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference

10. Membership dues

11. Any other business
Ad 1 Opening of the Meeting

The President, R. Butterworth (RB), welcomed the 17 ISN members who attended the meeting, and concluded that the quorum of at least 1 % of the membership needed for decisions to be made was satisfied. 

On behalf of ISN, RB congratulated APSN for the excellent meeting.

The President reminded members that reports were posted on the website in advance and asked participants to address only specific questions about the reports. 

Ad 2 President’s report
Regarding the renewal of the contract with the publishers of JNC, RB informed membership that ISN remains with Blackwell. RB expressed his satisfaction with the new contract that guarantees journal revenues at least at the 2006 level for the next 7 years.

RB informed that the total number of ISN members was 1496 and of the decision to remain with Portland Costumer Services for membership services.

Regarding meetings, RB mentioned the wonderful job done by Alois Saria and Phil Beart for the 2005 Biennial Meeting in Innsbruck. He also informed that the Cancun contract had been signed.

RB informed that the ISN-IBRO joint venture to organize schools is working well. Two schools have been held in Africa and one in Singapore. RB also informed about the Council decision to create an Ad Hoc Committee to study the convenience of organizing joint schools with IBRO and FENS. The possibility of collaborating with PENS, Program of the European Neuroscience Schools will be also studied.

Ad 3 Secretary’s report 
The Secretary, A. Garcia (AG) informed that the electronic publication of the June Neurochemistry News was announced to the membership by an email alert sent by PCS and that 200 emails were bounced. AG urged members to keep their email address updated in the ISN directory as all the relevant information will be communicated by email and voting in the upcoming Elections will be electronic.

AG informed that the Secretary’s office is now taking care of membership applications and that the procedure and form have been modified according to the decision taken in Innsbruck. She reminded that persons interested in becoming members had to fill the application form, that should include the signature of a supporting member certifying that the applicant is active in Neurochemistry or a related field, and send a CV with a list of 3 publications. Following B. Hamprecht’s suggestion, it was agreed to continue printing application forms to make them available to meeting organizers.

AG informed that PCS took care of the ISN website on March 2006 and since then the Secretary’s office has been in charge of updating the contents of the website.
Ad 4 Treasurer’s report 
The Treasurer, D. Shine (DS), thanked Serena Diano for her help setting up the Houston office and Sandra Frances and Roger Butterworth for their help on the transition of the Treasurer’s office.

DS reported that the Society’s income is maintained and that an increase is expected for 2007 due to the new contract with Blackwell. 

Regarding expenses, DS noted the decrease in the cost of the Newsletter because of electronic publication. On the other hand, he informed of extra expenses due to hiring of a consultant for the renewal of the JNC contract and to the 50th JNC Anniversary Issue.

DS informed that the creation of a Finance Committee had been approved by Council and the attendees accepted it.

The attendants unanimously accepted the continued use of Deloitte & Touche as auditors.

The Treasurer’s report was unanimously accepted.

Ad 5 Report on the activities of ISN Committees
Publications Committee 
The Chairman of the Publications Committee, J. Clark (JC) informed about the changes on the board as Brian Collier has retired as Chief Editor (West) of the Journal and has been replaced by Sean Murphy from Seattle. David Small from Melbourne has been appointed Deputy Chief Editor (Reviews).

JC informed that the Journal is doing well and the number of institutions offering access and downloads have increased. Unfortunately, the impact factor has dropped slightly but JNC holds its position in the Neuroscience and Biochemistry and Molecular Biology fields.

JC also informed that the Journal income was in 2004 over 1.1 million USD after cost/profit sharing and that the new contract with Blackwell guarantees that income for the next 7 years.

JC informed of the activities related to the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of JNC. He mentioned the publication of the Special JNC issue and the organization of ISN sponsored Symposia or Plenary Lectures in the sister society meetings. JC also informed of the electronic archiving of the Journal from the first volume.

Company Secretary
JC informed of the liaison with Deloitte regarding annual accounts and VAT, and with solicitors to revise the Articles of Association to allow electronic voting.

Conference Committee
The chairman of the Conference Committee, K. Ikenaka (KI) informed that in 2005 there were a total of 11 applications while in the April 2006 deadline there have been already 10 applications.

KI informed of the change in the guidelines regarding applications to ISN-CC to emphasize that the activity should be held at least three months after the deadline and within a year after the application is submitted.
DS pointed out that no applications from Asia were received and suggested to Peter Wong and KI to spread information regarding the ISN-CC among APSN members.

Committee for Aid an Education in Neurochemistry
AG representing the chair of CAEN, F. Barrantes, informed during the last year CAEN has awarded 11 grants to scientists from 10 countries in 4 continents. AG pointed out that very few applications come from the Asia-Pacific area.

Ad 6 Status of the Second ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference, Antigua 2006

RB representing the chair of the Local Organizing Committee, S. Pfeiffer, informed that the contract has been signed. RB also informed that the estimated budget will be 165,000 USD including 33 Travel Awards for Young Investigators.

RB mentioned the program is finalized and includes 29 speakers and junior presentations (2 or 3 per session). He pointed out the excellent program and speakers and the fact that there are no parallel sessions. 

RB informed that the deadline for abstract submission and registration has been extended until August 30th, 2006 and that the cost of registration will be 300 USD all inclusive (lodgings, meals and meeting registration).

Ad 7 Status of the Cancun Meeting 2007

As no representation of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) was present, AG reported on the progress of the organization of the meeting. 

AG informed that the Meeting website will soon be updated. A Preliminary Program has been put out during the two Program Committee Meetings held in Portland in March 2006. Regarding the Program proposals, AG reported that there were large numbers of applications for Symposia but very few for Young Investigator Colloquia and Workshops. The final program will include 6 Young Investigator Colloquia, 30 Symposia, 12 Workshops, and 3 Satellite Meetings so far.

B. Hamprecht inquired about the amount of money that speakers will receive as at this stage no one has informed them. AG will ask the chair of the Program Committee Mª Teresa Miras to inform speakers as soon as possible and to post the Preliminary Program on the website.

AG informed that the program deadlines approved by Council for ISN Travel Award Application, ISN Young Scientist Lectureship Award Application and Advanced School Application will be January 31st, 2007, and the deadline for early registration and abstract submission will be March 15th, 2007.

AG also informed that the 21st of August had been decided as the date for the 2007 Annual General Business Meeting.

The chairman of the Advanced School Subcommittee, P. Beart (PB), reported on the venue and status of the 8th Advanced School of ISN that will be held previous to the 21st Biennial Meeting in Cancun. PB informed that the School will be held on August 15th – 19th, 2007 at the Hotel Quinta Regia in Valladolid, Mexico. The location is one hour away by car from Cancun. The preliminary title is “Neurodegenerative Conditions: Causes and Cures”
PB also informed the membership that the contract will be signed in the next couple of weeks and that the budget and facilities will allow the participation of 50 students.

Ad 8 Status of the Busan Meeting 2009

AG informed the membership about the Council decision to appoint Eric Klann as chair of the Program Committee for the 22nd Biennial Meeting in Busan, S. Korea in 2009.

Ad 9 Venue and Topic of the 3rd ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference

Two proposals were submitted to the Secretary’s office by the deadline, Beijing, China and Hamilton Island (Great Barrier Reef) Australia. After evaluation, the proposal selected by Council for the 3rd ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference was the 8th International Meeting for Brain Energy Metabolism–Neurodegeneration and Regeneration to be held in Beijing, China in 2009.

The President thanked the chair of the Australian proposal for his effort and informed that recommendations for a more focused program and higher participation of Asian-Pacific speakers will be made to the chair of the selected proposal.

Ad 10 Membership dues

No changes in membership dues or categories were discussed.

Ad 11 Any other business

There were no issues left for this point.

The Business Meeting ended at 7:55 p.m.
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