2007 ISN-ASN Biennial Meeting in Cancun, Mexico

The 21st Biennial Meeting was cancelled because of the impending impact of Hurricane Dean. After a series of meetings, the Meeting was officially cancelled on Saturday 18th August. A contingency plan was put into operation immediately to bus delegates to Valladolid the next day. Some people made their own plans and left by air or car to elsewhere in the interior. 156 delegates were bussed to Valladolid on Sunday 19th August. 

On Monday 20th August, there was a meeting of all transferred delegates and guests with hotel officials in Valladolid, to discuss procedures during the hurricane with respect to safety, food, water, medical assistance, contingencies etc. A scientific session was held in the hotel conference room in the afternoon, consisting of a workshop chaired by the ISN Secretary Elect Phil Beart. 

On Tuesday 21st August, Hurricane Dean hooked south and passed through Cancun and Valladolid, as a tropical storm around 7am. There was no damage and no injuries to ISN delegates or families. Further scientific sessions were held in the afternoon, consisting of an ISN Young Investigator Award and Lecture, 3 oral presentations and a poster session. These sessions were followed by a farewell party.

Delegates and accompanying persons were bussed back to Cancun hotels on Wednesday 22nd August. Following impromptu requests from delegates, scientific sessions were held at the Cancun Conference Centre on Thursday 23rd August from 10 am-6 pm, including a Plenary Lecture (Dr. Peter Morris, UK) and 12 oral presentations by delegates from various parts of the world.

Delegates left on airlines on original planned itineraries over the next 2-3 days.

