
Minutes of the Special ISN Council Meeting held in Cancun, Mexico.

Hotel Coral Beach, room Board of directors

August 19, 2007

Participants:

Officers: Roger Butterworth, President (RB), David Shine, Treasurer (DS), Agustina Garcia, Secretary (AG),  Frode Fonnum, Historian (FF).

Councillors: Francisco Barrantes (FB), Gianfrancesco Goracci (GG), Ursula Sonnewald (US), Eva Sykova (ES), Alois Saria (AS)

Not present: Arne Schousboe, John B. Clark, Philip M. Beart, George DeVries, Kazuhiro Ikenaka, Mary McKenna.

Meeting starts at: 10am

Agenda.

There was no Agenda as it was an “out-of-the-ordinary” Council meeting.

The President (RB) opened the meeting commenting on the unfortunate circumstances of the cancellation of the Biennial Congress due to hurricane Dean and the plan to move delegates and their families to the site of the Advanced School in Valladolid.

RB mentioned that the celebration of this “out-of-the-ordinary” Council meeting was requested by the Treasurer (DS) in order to ask Council permission to open an account in the UK.

DS commented on the convenience to have an account in the UK since Blackwell-Wiley Publishing will begin paying royalties in British Pounds and we are required to pay UK VAT in British Pounds. He said that conversion of GBP to USD and then back to GBP is costing the ISN several thousand dollars each year that could be saved if the ISN held an account in the UK in GBP. DS made a motion to open an account in the UK with HSBC. The motion was unanimously accepted and an official document was signed by the Officers in order to allow DS to proceed. The Mandate for companies registered under the Companies Acts document was signed by RB and AG

Other issues:

RB spoke of the need to reschedule the ISN Council & Business Meetings with emphasis on the Business Meeting which has to take place annually. The suggestion put forward of holding this meeting in Valladolid-Mexico where enough ISN members would be moved until hurricane Dean is no longer a threat was discarded as the Agenda and the site have to be announced officially 21 in advance. 

The Secretary (AG) pointed out the convenience of holding the 1st Council meeting before the Business meeting since there are several important issues to discus and decide such as the proposals for site of the 23rd ISN Biennial Meeting in 2011, the composition of the Busan 2009 Program Committee, the continuity of the off-year Special Conferences and the convenience of establishing a permanent office.

AG mentioned that since the 2011 bidders are European, it could be a fair gesture to hold the rescheduled Meetings in Europe. No opposition was raised to this suggestion After some discussion, it was decided that England (London or Oxford) would be the best location due to its easy access from different parts of the world and mid-October an appropriate time. The exact dates are to be confirmed (as well as the city) but the meetings will be concentrated in two consecutive days. 

RB informed that the 2nd ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference held in Antigua in 2006 had a small profit that will go back to the ISN funds since there is no established policy as for the Biennial Meetings, where profit is left to the Local Neurochemistry/Neuroscience Society.

RB inquired about the Program of the 3rd ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference to be held in Beijing in 2008. AG informed that the preliminary program is prepared and speakers have already been invited. A poster and leaflets with the announcement were sent to Cancun.

RB mentioned that the convenience of establishing a Permanent Business Office will be further discussed in the rescheduled Council meeting. It was generally agreed that it would be good to take out some of the routine work from the Treasurer’s and Secretary’s office. After some discussion, contracting services from existing companies (Portland, Blackwell...) rather than establishing a new office was the preferred approach. It was left to the Officers to explore this possibility. 

RB raised the issue of the dates of the Biennial Meetings since the end of August may not be the more convenient time for all sister societies (ASN has its annual meeting in March). Everybody agreed on the need to be flexible about dates.

US pointed out that the 8th Advanced School had been a success and that Phil Beart had done a very good job.

Meeting finishes at 11:10 am.
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