Message from the President

At the end of my first year in office I am pleased to inform membership that our Society affairs are in good shape. We have successfully continued developing our programs to support the organisation of conferences and symposia on specialised neurochemical topics through the activity of the Conferences Committee (CC), and to stimulate neurochemical research in economically deprived and developing countries through the initiatives of the Committee for Aid and Education in Neurochemistry (CAEN). Furthermore, two new programs approved in the 2007 Council Meeting in London have been implemented during this period. The objective of one of them is to strengthen ISN’s relationship with Sister Neurochemistry Societies ASN, APSN and ESN, by supporting the organization of their meetings. Through the other program, the School Initiative, we have increased our support for the organization of schools in the different regions of the world with the aim of promoting training and updating the skills of young neuroscientists, particularly in emerging nations. Expansion of our activities has been possible because of ISN’s solid financial situation thanks to our Journal’s (JNC) good performance under the efficient management of the two Editorial Offices and our publishing team at Wiley-Blackwell.
The increase in the number of programs and activities of our Society has meant a significant increase in administrative workload for ISN Officers. In the 2008 annual meeting in Shanghai, Council unanimously supported the Officers’s recommendation of establishing a Permanent Business Office to take over some of the routine work now carried out by the Treasurer’s and Secretary’s offices. Portland Customer Services that provided membership and website services to ISN in the last few years was adopted as the provider for the ISN Permanent Business Office starting January 2009.  This is likely to expedite ISN activities, improve maintenance of the website and general communication and will hopefully encourage more applicants to nominate for the positions of Secretary and Treasurer. 
One of the main activities of our Society is the Biennial Meeting that is held jointly with the Sister Societies on a rotational basis. The 22nd ISN Biennial Meeting will be held jointly with the APSN in Busan, S. Korea, in August 23-29, 2009. A Local Organizing Committee chaired by Yoo-Hun Suh and Kyung-Jin Kim is efficiently working on the meeting organization and an excellent international Program Committee chaired by Eric Klann has put together an outstanding Scientific Program. As in previous occasions, the ISN will also sponsor an Advanced School of Neurochemistry to be held before the main meeting (August 19-23) at the historic site of GyoengJu, S. Korea. The topic of this school organized by Eckart D. Gundelfinger and Eunjoon Kim will be “Cellular communication in the nervous system”. To maximize participation of young scientists, a good number of competitive travel awards to attend both the Advanced School and the main meeting will be available. 
The 2011 Biennial Meeting was decided in the 2007 London Council Meeting to be held in Athens, Greece. In the 2008 Busan Council Meeting the location of the 2013 ISN Biennial Meeting will be decided. Following the rotation schedule among the geographical regions, the 2013 Meeting must take place in the Americas. Previous meetings in this region have been hosted in Vancouver (Canada), La Guaira (Venezuela), Boston (USA) and Buenos Aires (Argentina). Unfortunately, the last scheduled meeting in the region (Cancun, Mexico 2007) was cancelled due to Hurricane Dean. Again, it is important that we receive high quality proposals from which the best possible venue can be selected. 

In the spring of 2009 elections will take place to replace ISN Council Members as well as the ISN Treasurer. Members are now invited to nominate candidates. Council members are engaged in the different Committees of the ISN and as such they play important roles in the decision making process. We therefore need dedicated and enthusiastic neurochemists with a solid scientific background to commit themselves to work for our Society. We all have to be proactive in identifying potential candidates and encouraging members to participate in the elections. We must also actively recruit young, talented neurochemists to expand our membership base that has been declining in the last few years as also happened in other societies. All members are encouraged to take an active role in sponsoring new members, specially young investigators.
At the next ISN Meeting in Busan ISN’s current Treasurer will retire from his office to, if elected, serve as the next President. Considering the tradition that the Treasurer and the Secretary do not reside in the same geographical area, it may be desirable that the incoming Treasurer is not from the Asian-Pacific region. Either Europe or the Americas would be preferable.
Finally, I want to thank Council and Committee Members as well as everybody involved in the organization of our meetings and the publication of our Journal for their dedication and enthusiasm. We all have a busy year ahead.

See you in Busan!

Agustina Garcia
