ISN PRESIDENT’S REPORT

I am pleased to report that, at the end of my second year as ISN President, our Society’s affairs are in excellent shape both in terms of our Journal, our Finances and our Programmes and  other activities. This success is due in no small way to the dedication and hard work of ISN members who sit on Council and on the various committees of our organization.  

Our Journal

A major objective of our Society is the dissemination of high quality research articles in cellular and molecular neuroscience via our journal, (The Journal of Neurochemistry). Moreover, revenues to ISN from sales of our journal are the mainstay of our Society’s Finances. It was with much satisfaction, therefore, that we successfully renewed ISN’s contract with Blackwell Publishing in 2006.  The contract guarantees Journal income for a 7 year period (through 2013) regardless of Journal sales or market influences. 

Since the signing of our contract, Blackwells Publishing was taken over by John Wiley and Sons Inc. Following negotiations with both Blackwells and Wiley, ISN has received assurances that the current contract will be respected in its entirety and the Oxford team will be retained to work with our Chief Editors in order to minimize the impact of change of ownership.  ISN has a contingency plan in place whereby journal quality and management policy essential to our journal’s well-being will be monitored by the Chief Editors. The ISN Officers, Chair of Publications and Chief Editors are confident that the change of ownership will not have any significant negative impact on our Journal.  On behalf of ISN, I would like to express my thanks to both Blackwell Publishing and to Wiley for their help and encouragement. Further details of our Journal’s affairs can be found in the report from The Chair of the Publications Committee.

Meetings and Conferences.

A highly successful ISN Special Conference (2nd in the series) was held in Antigua from 1-5 December 2006. The conference entitled “Neural Glycomics and Lipidomics” attracted experts from 14 countries in addition to a large number of trainees with poster sessions held on the beach!  Selected review articles have been submitted to our journal as a Special Issue. Many thanks to Steve Pfeiffer and his team for their hard work in putting together a first-rate meeting.

      The 21st Biennial Meeting, an ISN / ASN Joint Meeting will be held in Cancun, Mexico from 19 – 24 August 2007. To date 818 registrations have been received and an excellent Scientific Programme has been put together.  The meeting will, as usual, be preceded by  the ISN Advanced Neurochemistry School to be held in Valladodid, close to Cancun. The focus of the School will be “ Neurodegenerative Conditions: Causes and Cures”.   All students accepted in the Advanced School will be helped financially in order to attend the ISN/ASN Biennial Meeting. Many thanks to the meeting organizers (Dr. Ricardo Tapia, Dr. Herminia Pasantes and Dr. Julio Moran ) as well as to the Programme ( Dr. Maria Teresa Miras Portugal) and the School (Dr. Phil Beart) chairpersons.

      The third ISN Special Conference will take place in Beijing (China) from June 27th  to July 1st 2008. Organizing Committee chaired by Dr. Albert Yu. Title of the Conference is  “Neurodegeneration and Regeneration”.
       The 22nd Biennial Meeting (a joint APSN/ISN Meeting) will be held in Busan, Korea in 2009 under the chairmanship of Dr. Yoo-Hun Suh.

(Further details of the above meetings can be found in the appropriate reports).

ISN Membership Services.

        Portland Press (UK) continue to handle membership applications and renewals as well as updating member addresses, telephone, FAX and emails. This has bought considerable stability to the membership dues collection and renewals processes. 

ISN-Sponsored Educational Activities.

         At its meeting in Singapore in 2006, ISN Council expressed an interest in the organization of Schools and “hands-on” workshops in the Molecular and Cellular Neurosciences. These activities would be held in addition to the ISN Advanced Neuroscience School at the Society’s Biennial Meeting. An ISN Schools Committee was formed composed of Roger Butterworth (Chair, Canada), Francisco Barrantes (Argentina), Franco Goracci, (Italy) and Kaz Ikenaka (Japan) with the mandate to deliberate on the type of schools, funding, and the possibility of joint schools with our Sister Societies. 

(For details see Report of ISN Schools Committee).

             In closing my report I would like to take this opportunity to offer my sincere thanks to the ISN officers, committee chairs, ISN Council and in particular, the ISN membership for their support and encouragement over the past 10 years.  I have thoroughly enjoyed working with you. If any significant measure of success has occurred during my term as President, this success is thanks to you. At the Cancun meeting I shall be handing over the Presidency to Dr. Agustina Garcia from Barcelona. Tina is a dedicated member of the current ISN Team and a close friend to many of us. My heartfelt best wishes to you, Tina.

Roger F. Butterworth.

ISN President.

