Publications Board report for 2006

2006 was JNC’ s 50th birthday and several celebratory symposia were sponsored, notably at the ASN meeting in Portland, Oregon, the APSN meeting in Singapore and the ESN meeting in Salamanca, Spain (2007). In addition a   special issue of JNC was published (available mid-year at the Singapore meeting) which contained 15 state of the art reviews of topical subjects by leaders in the field-this was well received. In addition the archive (legacy) of all the articles in JNC back to volume 1 became available on-line at the end of 2006.

Board membership

This remained the same as in 2005;






J B Clark –        London-Chair     






R Butterworth - Montreal-ISN President-ex Officio






A. García-         Barcelona-ISN Secretary-ex Officio






S. Murphy-       Seattle- Chief Editor (W)-ex Officio






H.D. Shine-      Houston-ISN Treasurer-ex Officio






D. Small-          Melbourne-Deputy Chief Editor

 (Reviews) 






AJ Turner-
-Leeds-Chief Editor (E)-ex Officio

Sean Murphy took over from Brian Collier on Feb 1st 2006 and together with his assistant Margaret Connelly has achieved a seamless transition in the Western office. Together with Tony Turner and Natasha Nalivaeva in Leeds both offices have continued to work efficiently and well in managing the journal. During the course of the year Flint Beal and Robert Sapolsky rotated off the Editorial board and Richard Morrison (Seattle), Steve Borgea (Little Rock) & John Bethea (Miami) have joined it .We thank the retiring members for their hard work and welcome aboard the new members.  ISN is in debt to both the Chief Editors, their Deputy Chiefs and office staff, and the Editorial board as a whole for all the time and effort that they put into the running of the journal.

Finance

JNC performed well in 2006 with a total income in excess of $2.8 million which taking into account the dollar/sterling relationship represents a 5% increase on 2005.This is despite the move to more on-line subscriptions who pay only 95% of the standard subscription. This represents a return to ISN in excess of $1.1million and a further 5% increase is predicted for 2007.

Subscriptions for 2007 are listed below;

Institutions -paper & on-line



$3888USD


       -on-line only



$3358USD

Individual - paper & on-line



$845USD

Members -  paper & On-line



$231USD

ISN, ASN, APSN & ESN members


    - on-line only                                               $16USD

Circulation and Submissions

The number of libraries with access to JNC increased by 9% to 6082 sites and readership likewise as judged by downloads from Blackwell’s Synergy (912575 in 2006).The average number of downloads per article in JNC stood at 246 in 2006 well up on the average for all journals in the Neuroscience/  Neurology section (173). In 2006 ~ 39% of all subscriptions were on-line only (up from 25% in 2005) and it is estimated that by 2010 ~65% of all subscriptions will be on-line only.

A total of just over 1600 manuscripts were submitted to the 2 offices (~59% East / 41%  West)-a similar number to 2005.Approx 37% were accepted (36% East / 41% West). Handling times were similar in both offices at ~31 days to first acceptance. Reviews were in a much healthier state with a total of 55 submitted (reviews & mini-reviews) as compared to 21 in toto in 2005, with ‘days to first decision’ of 22-25 days. Thanks are due to David Small and his advisory group for this sterling effort.

Impact Factor /Journal Ranking

The IF  for 2006 will be reported in Cancun, but in common with a number of other journals it dropped in 2005 (4.604) as compared to the previous year(4.824).However the journal rankings stayed essentially the same.

Supplements

     These were published for the ASN meeting in Portland, Oregon and the APSN meeting in Singapore. A special issue was published for the ISN focussed meeting in Antigua (Dec 2006) which will be available in 2007.Supplements for the ESN meeting in Salamanca (May 2007) are in hand.

New Contract

As indicated in last years report our contract was renewed with Blackwell’s at the ASN meeting in Portland for a 7 year period (2007-2013). However in November 2006  Blackwell’s was taken over by Wiley and after considerable thought the officers invoked a clause in the new agreement which allowed ISN to give notice to the new organisation (Wiley- Blackwell) that ISN reserved the right to terminate the contract should the standard of service not be maintained. The new management have subsequently confirmed in writing  the terms of the new contract and in the ensuing reorganisation the ‘ old ‘ Blackwell’s JNC  team have remained essentially intact. The Chief Editors are monitoring the situation closely & at the time of writing (June 2007) everything seems fine. Assuming this continues then ISN will not invoke this clause of the agreement. As part of the new contract we have introduced biennial editorial retreats where senior members of the Publications/Editorial board and the publishing team meet to discuss future strategy and developments of the journal. The first of these was held in early March (’07) at Eynsham Hall Nr. Oxford, UK and a second is planned for 2009. 

J B Clark, June 2007
