COUNCIL REPORT
8th Advanced School of Neurochemistry
At the time of this report (2nd May 2007), plans for the School are well advanced. The contract for use of the Quinta Regia Hotel, Valladolid, as the School base was signed in October 2006 by Dave Shine. The School website was established late in 2006 and proved very suitable for both publicity purposes (linked to Congress site) and for the receipt of student applications. Lourdes Massieu played a key role in all negotiations.

Some 135 applications were received from young neuroscientists all over the world and approximately 50 have been chosen to attend the School. There is expected to be some further attrition of numbers over the coming months - Asian students may not be able to find the extra monies to cover all the total costs involved in travelling to Cancun and then attending the ISN-ASN Congress. All their costs at the School are covered, as is their registration for the 21st ISN Congress, and they receive a contribution towards their travel costs.
The successful applicants are a mixture of young postdocs and senior PhD students and ~50% are from South America and Mexico. The breakdown of students is as follows:

Mexico 9.
Brazil 9, Argentina 3, Colombia 1.
USA 8 (including 1 Indian & 1 Mexican).
Poland 4, Portugal 3, United Kingdom 3 (including 1 Nigerian & 1 Brazilian), Czech Republic 1, Germany 1 (Brazilian), Norway 1, Denmark 1, Spain 1.

Armenia 1, India 1, Bangladesh 1, Singapore 1, China 2, Korea 1. 
Uganda 1.
Almost all the Faculty to “teach” at the School have been recruited and number of scientists talking in Symposia at the ISN-ASN Congress have generously given of their time and will also “double up” at the School. Obviously this has funding implications for trying to keep the School within budget. I anticipate finding another 2-3 Faculty in the intervening months to find “niche” areas. My aim has been to give broad coverage of neurodegenerative mechanisms, neurological diseases (Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s & Huntington’s diseases, etc) and therapeutic strategies. 
The following individuals have committed themselves to attending the School:
Luis Barbeito (ALS, Uruguay), Alan Butterfield (oxidative stress, USA), Rob Cappai (Alzheimer’s, Australia), Monica Carson (neuroinflammation, USA), Howard Gendelman (NeuroAIDS, USA), Andy Hill (Prion diseases, Australia), Mal Horne (Parkinson’s, Australia), Wendy Macklin (white matter injury/MS, USA), Bob Snodgrass (Huntington’s, USA), Ursula Sonnewald (energetics, Norway), Victor Villemagne (neuroimaging, Argentina/Australia).
Roger Butterworth (ammonia toxicity) & Phil Beart (mitochondria/apoptosis) will also speak.

I would like to thank especially Lourdes Massieu and Dave Shine for their encouragement, and Susan McGuire (ASN) and Pancho Barrantes (CAEN) for their for support.
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