Secretary’s report for the period July 2006 – June 2007

The following activities have been carried out in the Office of the Secretary since July 2006:

Minutes of the Council and General Business Meetings in Singapore, 2006

The minutes of these meetings were sent to the Officers for approval and once approved they were distributed to Council members. The minutes were subsequently published in the December 2006 Neurochemistry News online.

Neurochemistry News

The Fall 2006 online issue of the Neurochemistry News was posted on the ISN website and membership was informed of the availability of the News by email alert. It contained the call for nomination of candidates for Secretary and Councillors and the call for proposals for venue of the 2011 Biennial Meeting to be held jointly with the ESN in Europe. It also included the minutes of the Council and General Business Meetings held in Singapore and an obituary for Herman Bachelard who passed over on September 12, 2006.

The June 2007 Neurochemistry News is being prepared to be posted in the website. When available, membership will be informed by email alert.

Membership

Following the decision taken at the Council Meeting in Singapore, July 2006 a modified application form that included request for information on the affiliation and email address of the supporting member, in addition to the signature was posted on the website.

Membership applications have been received in the Secretary’s office and letters of acceptance or rejection have been sent out. Information about new members and address changes of old members were sent to Portland Customer Services.

Preparation for the Busan Meeting (ISN/APSN 2009)

A final proposal for the Busan Program Committee was made after a number of consultations with the ISN Council, the APSN officers and the Program Committee Chair (Eric Klann). The proposed members have accepted to participate in the committee.

Collection of proposals for the 23rd Biennial Meeting of ISN

The December 2006 Neurochemistry News called for proposals for hosting the 23rd Biennial Meeting of ISN to be held in Europe in 2011. At the deadline the Secretary had received three proposals. The sites were: Athens (Greece), Bergen (Norway) and Stockholm (Sweden).

Elections (Secretary and Council) 

The December 2006 Neurochemistry News contained a call to nominate candidates for Council and Secretary to assume office in August 2007. At the time of the deadline 10 candidates for Council and one candidate for Secretary had been nominated. The nominations were scrutinized by the Nomination Committee and the Chairperson, G. Goracci, requested a short CV to the candidates. 

The Secretary’s office collaborated with Brian Boyington from PCS in setting up an electronic voting system. The names of the candidates and their CVs were posted in the ISN website elections page and membership was informed by email of the procedure to get the username and password that would allow them to vote. Roughly 150 emails were returned for different reasons but the Secretary’s assistant E. Badia managed to resend the email to a considerable number of them. We want to thank Brian Boyington for taking care of all our requests very efficiently.

At the closing date, the Company Secretary, John Clark, and the ISN Secretary had access to the final results. A total of 264 members had voted and the five candidates receiving the higher number of votes were Wendy B. Macklin (USA), Tomoko Tashiro (Japan), Stephen Ferguson (Canada), Ralf Dringen (Germany) and Daniele Filippo Condorelli (Italy). Elected candidates were informed and invited to the Council meetings to be held in Cancun.

Management of the Website in collaboration with Portland

The Secretary’s office has been in charge of updating the ISN website, posting News and Meeting announcements.
Preparations for the ISN/ASN Meeting in Cancun, 2007

The Secretary’s office has collaborated with the local organizers, R. Tapia, J. Moran and H. Pasantes, on matters concerning the organization of the meeting (e-mail alerts, web information) and the celebration of the ISN Council and Business meetings in Cancun. 

Preparations of the Council and Business Meetings to take place in Cancun, Mexico 2007

Preparations regarding the Council and General Business Meetings to be held in Cancun, such as collection of committee reports have been taken care of. Agendas and reports will be distributed to Council members. Letters of invitation to Council members and Officers plus other persons involved were sent out and hotel reservations were handled. 

Agustina Garcia

The Secretary
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