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Applications for travel awards to attend the 2007 ISN/ASN Joint meeting in Cancun were submitted by e-mail to an ASN email account set up by ISN Treasurer, David Shine.  A total of 243 applications were received by the February 28, 2007 deadline.  This total represents a significant increase from 2001 (166) and 2003 (203).  Applications were processed into a single spreadsheet and distributed to all committee members.  Comments and rankings were welcomed from each committee member and received from the following committee members: Ursula Sonnewald, Chairperson, Norway; Julio Morán Andrade, Mexico; Yukio Yoneda, Japan; Gianfrancesco Goracci, Italy; Susan McGuire, USA; and David Shine, USA, ex officio.   

Applications were evaluated based largely on the selection criteria previously established by ISN and the following instructions were distributed to committee members:  

Please make your scoring using only whole numbers: 1=high priority; 2=medium priority; 3=lowest priority 

Priority will be given to persons who have not received support previously and who do not hold a permanent senior position.  Preference will be given to younger investigators (less than 8 years from award of first doctoral degree).   Specifically, i) No previous support from ISN; ii) Young investigator or senior PhD student; iii) First author abstract submission; iv) No permanent senior positions considered.  Within priority i) less than 8 years from award of the first doctoral degree is preferred.  Greater priority is given to 0-4 years postdoctoral and senior PhD students over 5-8 years postdoctoral.  

Of the 170 awards offered, 168 have formally accepted and two who have accepted have subsequently withdrawn for personal reasons.  Thus far, the $170,000 budget has been set-aside as follows: 168 Travel Awards totaling $162,000 USD with the additional $8,000 USD set aside for emergencies.  Travel applicants were awarded across the following geographical distribution:  North America, 69; South America, 28; Europe 57; Pacific Region, Middle East, Africa, 14.  The following total standard amounts, in US Dollars, were used across the geographical regions: North America, $620; South America, $920; Europe, $1220; Africa, Middle East, Pacific Region: $1520.  Arrangements were made with the Local Host Committee to allow awardees to register at the student rate of $220 as part of their total award package.  Awardees will receive a check from ISN Treasurer, David H. Shine, for the balance of their awards (total award less $220 for registration) at the meeting and will be required to show photo identification in order to pick up their award checks.  All checks will be made out in US Dollars.  In such cases where the awardees prepaid their own registration fees, they will be asked to provide full documentation (Paypal and Credit Card Statements, Bank Draft Notification) so that the registration fee can be refunded.

Applicants were notified about the award decisions before the deadline for abstract submission.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Ursula Sonnewald, Chairperson Travel Committee

Susan McGuire, Travel Committee
