Minutes of the ISN General Business Meeting

Hall 1, The Shanghai Hope Hotel, Shanghai
June 24th 2008, 12:00 – 14:00
Agenda:
1. Opening of the meeting

2. President´s Report

3. Treasurer´s Report

4. Secretary´s Report

5. Report on the activities of ISN Committees

6. Matters arising from the ISN Council Meeting, Shanghai 2008

7. ISN Permanent Business Office

8. Venue and topic of the 4th  ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference, 2010

9. Status of the 3rd  ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference, Beijing 2008

10. Status of the 22nd  Biennial Meeting, Busan 2009

11. Status for the 23rd  Biennial Meeting, Athens, 2011

12. Membership dues 
13. Any other business

The Business Meeting started at 14:15pm

Ad 1. Opening of the Meeting
The President, Agustina Garcia (AG), opened the meeting and welcomed the ISN members who attended the meeting, and concluded that the quorum of at least 1 % of the membership needed for decisions to be made was satisfied.

Ad 2. President’s report: 

AG summarised the main points of the President’s Report. 

ISN Officers had met in at the American Society for Neurochemistry (San Antonio) in March 2008. Amongst issues discussed were Guidelines for various ISN Committees and the establishment of a Permanent Business Office. Officers also participated in the meeting of the Publications Committee, and were assured that a seamless transition of the Journal of Neurochemistry (JNC) to John Wiley had eventuated.
No questions were raised about the President’s Report. 

Ad 3. Treasurer’s Report: 
The Treasurer, David Shine (DS), summarized his report pointing out that the ISN economic health is good due to the income from JNC royalties and that 2007 expenses had changed very little. There was a one-off loss from the cancellation of the 21st ISN Biennial Congress in Cancun due to the impending hurricane. 

Subsequent to the 2nd ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference in Antigua, some of the anticipated funding had been returned to the Treasurer’s Office.

DS indicated there had been some frustration with auditors failing to meet time deadlines and that perhaps this problem might be solved upon using the services of Portland Customer Services.

He proposed the continuation of Deloitte and Touche as the accounting firm which was unanimously approved by Council.

No questions were raised about the Treasurer’s Report. The report was approved.
Ad 4. Secretary’s Report: 
The Office of Secretary was transferred from Barcelona, Spain to Melbourne, Australia. Philip Beart (PB) noted the assistance that the Barcelona office had provided in ensuring a smooth transfer of secretarial activities to the new office. The Secretary’s Office had taken a pro-active stance in advertising ISN activities on the websites of other philanthropic societies involved in neurochemistry and neurosciences. Appropriate reports of news, meetings and the activities of CC had been promptly posted on the website.

Proposals for the 4th Special Neurochemistry meeting to be held in 2010 in Europe or Africa had been collected. At the deadline, proposals had been received from: Johannesburg (Africa), Erice (Italy), Stockholm (Sweden), Helsinki (Finland) and Vienna (Austria).

No questions were raised about the Secretary’s Report. The report was approved.

Ad 5. Report on the activities of ISN Committees: 
a. Committee for Aid and Education in Neurochemistry 
As the Chairperson of the CAEN Committee, Francisco Barrantes (FB) summarized his report emphasizing the support given during this year to Latin America, Asian and African countries and the important job that CAEN is doing within the Society by trying to provide a balanced support to the different regions. A number of students from the Asia-Pacific region had been supported to attend the biennial meeting of the Asia-Pacific Society for Neurochemistry (APSN). 

Subsequent to a meeting with ISN Officers in San Antonio, the Guidelines for applications had been rewritten and an updated application form would soon be available on the website.  

b. Conference Committee 
Ralf Dringen (RD) reported on the activities of CC and noted the committed work of all members of CC. ISN Council had discussed the issue of “genuine” neurochemical content of applications and it was decided that the application form would be altered so that this requirement should be addressed. Guidelines for the applications had been rewritten and the updated guidelines and application forms will soon be available on the website. 

c. Publications Committee 
PB presented this report in the absence of John Clark. The Committee had met in San Antonio in March 2008.
d. Company Secretary 
e. Schools Initiative 
Guidelines for this Initiative had been prepared by Roger Butterworth (RB), PB, DS and AG. 

RB provided background on the Schools Initiative indicating that Schools supported by ISN had been held with considerable success, although they had been operating in an ad hoc manner in the absence of real guidelines. The success of these Schools had involved a great deal of goodwill from Local Organizers and Faculty. RB provided further background on the differing nature of School funding, which involved either full support from ISN to Sister Societies, or partial support under a continuing liaison with other Societies or organizers.

f. Advanced School 
A report was received from Eckart Gundelfinger (EG) about planning of the 9th Advanced School of Neurochemistry to be held in GyoengJu, Sth. Korea before the ISN Biennial Meeting, 19-23rd August, 2009. The title of the School is to be “Cellular communication in the Nervous System”.

g. Historian 
PB tabled the report of Frode Fonnum in his absence. 
There were no further comments regarding reports on the activities of ISN committees.

Ad 6. Matters arising from the ISN Council Meeting, Shanghai 2008

AG informed that these matters had already been mentioned in the context of the Officer’s and Committee’s reports.

Ad 7. ISN Permanent Business Office 
AG informed the meeting that three submissions had been received. ISN Officers had examined the various applications and noted that Portland Customer Services offered the best option with respect to Secretarial, Financial and Accounting services. ISN Council noted that this provider also offered the advantage of being registered in the United Kingdom as a Charity, the ISN Auditors were based there and Portland were currently maintaining our database and website. 
AG also informed that Council was unanimous in their decision to adopt Portland Customer Services as the provider for the ISN Permanent Business Office. 

Ad 8. Venue and topic of the 4th Special Neurochemistry Conference, 2010
Proposals had been received to organize this meeting in Erice (Italy), Helsinki (Sweden), Johannesburg (South Africa), Stockholm (Sweden) and Vienna (Austria).

Councillors voted in a secret ballot on the suitability of proposals and the proposal from Erice, Italy was a clear favourite. Topic: “Membrane Domains in CNS physiology and pathology”. Proponents: A. Prinetti and S. Sonnino, University of Milan. Venue: The Ettore Majorana Foundation and Centre for Scientific Culture. Dates: 2010, May 22-26.

Ad 9. Status of the 3rd Special Neurochemisty Meeting, Beijing, 2008 

Report 
Professor Albert Yu of Peking University, China, had provided Council with a report of activities relevant to the planning. Council noted that Albert Yu and colleagues had been very pro-active in publicising the meeting. 
Ad 10. Status of the 22nd Biennial Meeting of the ISN, Busan, South Korea, 2009
Reports

A report had been received form Prof. Y.H. Suh (Local Organising Chair). DS and Eric Klann (Program Chair) had visited Busan immediately before Council meeting in Shanghai. AG informed Council that ISN Officers would meet with Prof. Suh during the APSN Congress to be updated on organization, budget and related matters. 

A report had been received from Prof. E. Klann (Program Chair). The Program Committee had met in Shanghai on June 22nd. Council noted that Prof. Klann had been doing an excellent job in his position as Chairman of the Program Committee. 

Ad 11. Status of the 23rd Biennial Meeting of the ISN, Athens, Greece, 2011
A report had been received from Prof. D. Mangoura. 

DS noted that budgetary matters relevant to hiring of the Megaron needed to be finalised before a contract could be signed.

AG noted that it was now time to appoint the Program Chair for the Athens Congress.

Ad 12. Membership Dues

DS proposal that membership dues be unchanged was unanimously approved . 

Ad 13. Any Other Business

No matters were raised.

The Business Meeting ended at 15:25.
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