Dear ISN Member,
Welcome to the first Newsletter for 2008. 
ISN continues to be very active internationally through its various committees and activities. Council under the leadership of President, Agustina Garcia, has introduced a number of new initiatives, including those supporting Sister Neurochemical Societies (APSN, ASN & ESN) and Schools. Further details on these initiatives can be found in the attached Newsletter.
ISN Council decided at is Meeting (June 23rd 2008) to establish a Permanent Business Office in London and to use the services of Portland Customer Services. Portland is already managing the ISN database and website, and ISN is registered in the UK as a charity. Officers and Council believe this initiative will expedite ISN activities and lead to improved communication with the membership.

The Committee for the Aid and Education in Neurochemistry (CAEN) has made 27 grants to young neurochemists over the period 2007-2008. These awards were targeted to provide financial assistance to students and young faculty to support their research work or attendance at international meetings. Young people from various areas were supported (Africa 2, Asia 14, South America 5, North America 5 and Europe 1). Nine neurochemists were awarded financial aid to enable their involvement in the 8th Biennial Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Society for Neurochemistry in Shanghai in June 2008. Support was also provided for a Symposium on the Neurobiology of Tropical Neurological Disorders (Kinhasa, DR Congo) in May 2008.
ISN also funded 16 applications over 2007-2008 via its Conference Committee, which seeks to support neurochemistry in its broad context at small meetings and symposia in the meetings of other societies. There was a diverse, international distribution of ISN support through this activity: (1) small conferences - Italy, Norway, Poland, Switzerland, USA, Hungary and Slovak Republic, (2) symposium in various meetings - Argentina, Israel, USA, Brazil (2) and India. 
Our Schools Initiative focuses on the organization of schools in different regions of the world and aims to train and to update the skills of young neuroscientists, particularly in emerging nations. A very successful ISN-IBRO school, organized by APSN, was held in Shanghai, China, at Fudan University, 16th-21st June. Students (27) from seven countries attended this technique-based programme, which included hands-on training and lectures in modern neuroscience techniques. ISN also provided funding for a School, “Modern neurochemical techniques to understand brain functions”, held at NIMHANS and NCBS, Bangalore, India, Jan 7th-16th. The commitment of the faculty and organizers of these schools, and the support of local institutions is gratefully acknowledged.
The 3rd ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference held in Beijing, June 27th to July 1st was the first official ISN meeting organized in China. This event, “8th International Meeting for Brain Energy Metabolism - Neurodegeneration and Regeneration” proved very popular being attended by 353 delegates from 32 countries. The programme was a busy one featuring plenary lectures, oral sessions, posters and student presentations. There was considerable participation by Chinese neuroscientists and students. Social events included a visit to the world famous “Great Wall”. The organization and the welcome afforded to all delegates by Albert Cheung-Hoi Yu, Conference President, and his team made the conference extremely successful.
ISN Council has decided to support a further cycle of this series of Special Neurochemistry Conferences and the 4th meeting, “Membrane Domains in CNS Physiology and Pathology”, will be held in Erice (Sicily, Italy) in 2010, May 22nd-26th.
Planning for the 22nd Biennial Congress of ISN, Busan, South Korea (August 23rd-29th, 2009) is now well advanced. The venue for this meeting is world class and prices in local hotels will make this a most affordable congress. The Program Committee for the 22nd Congress met in Shanghai in June 2008 and the resultant program will feature an exciting mix of plenary lectures, symposia, workshops, poster sessions and satellite meetings. The 9th Advanced School of Neurochemistry (“Cellular Communication in the Nervous System”) will precede the Busan Congress (19th- 23rd August, 2009) and will be held in GyoengJu, South Korea.
Our journal, the Journal of Neurochemistry, continues to perform well and its impact factor improved over the last year. Publication Committee continues to explore ways to improve the journal and a full meeting of the Editorial Board will be held in November 2008 to address relevant issues. Mark Smith is the new Deputy Chief Editor (Reviews). There has been a seamless transition of publishers from Blackwell to John Wiley.

ISN Officers and Council have been very pro-active in advancing diverse activities to promote neurochemistry internationally though our Society. Full details of all initiatives and latest reports are to be found in this Newsletter.
