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An outstanding scientific program will be presented at the 37th Annual ASN Meeting in Portland, Oregon.

Venue

Hilton Towers Hotel

921 SW Sixth Avenue, Portland, OR

USA 97204

Tel:
+1-503-226-1611 

Fax.
+1-503-220-2565 

www.portland.hilton.com 

The deadline for online abstract submission is November 1, 2005 
This year's scientific program can be found at www.asneurochem.org/ASN2006.htm 
and is comprised of 3 workshops, 17 colloquia and 8 symposia covering four major themes:

1) Building the Nervous System
2) Glial Cell Biology
3) Molecular and Cellular Neurobiology
4) Neurodegeneration and Disease

In addition, short oral presentation sessions will be generated from submitted abstracts and will be featured in the meeting along with daily poster sessions. Abstracts will be published in a supplemental issue of the Journal of Neurochemistry. Substantial time will be allotted throughout the meeting for scientific discussion both formally and informally.  Special efforts have been taken to encourage young investigator participation and numerous travel grants are available.

This year's plenary speakers will be:


1) Jenny P.Y. Ting, PhD. University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill,North Carolina
Unexpected Roles of Inflammatory Cytokines in Neuropathology
2) Richard Tsien, Ph.D. Stanford University, Palo Alto, California
Insights into the Secret Life of Small Nerve Terminals
3) Helmut Kettenmann, Ph.D. Max-Delbruck Center for Molecular Medicine, Berlin, Germany
Mechanisms of Neuron Glia Interactions
4) Freda Miller, Ph.D. The Hospital for Sick Children Research Institute, University of      Toronto, Toronto, Canada
Neural Precursor Cells: Novel Signals and Sources

The meeting is taking place in an outstanding location conducive for scientific and social interactions: the Hilton Towers Hotel, located in the heart of downtown Portland's Arts and Entertainment District, featuring over 40 restaurants and microbreweries within a three-block radius. Also within walking distance are the Performing Arts Center, Oregon History Center, Portland Art Gallery, the Old Town District and Portland nightlife.

The annual ASN meeting will also feature a public forum focused on "New Directions in Stroke Prevention and Treatment for Children and Adults".  An additional skills workshop "Tips for writing a fundable proposal" is also scheduled and is open to all attendees. Lastly, a premeeting focused on '"Identifying Glial-Neuronal INteractions: New Approaches and New Insights" will occur Saturday, March 11, 2006 immediately preceding the opening of the 37th annual ASN meeting.
Our colleagues in the Western Hemisphere and around the World interested in cellular, neurochemical and molecular studies of the nervous system in health and disease should plan to attend the ASN 2006 Annual Meeting.


The ASN Portland Host Committee and the Officers and Council look forward to meeting you in Portland in March.
Monica J Carson, Program Chair
Mohammad Sabri, Host Committee Chair
Response of the American Society for Neurochemistry to Hurricane Katrina
The events along the Gulf Coast have been quite distressing to all of us. A number of ASN members are in the New Orleans area, and we have spent much time trying to contact them. On the ASN website, there is now a link for members to offer support, such as housing, short term employment or equipment. Please list any offers that you may have. Any ASN or ISN members displaced by Katrina or Rita should submit requests there, and we will try to provide assistance. The ISN has generously set aside a budget for requests from ASN or ISN members in this situation. This would cover small travel or other needs for junior investigators. Such requests should be submitted by going to our website. Our biggest problem at the moment is letting local ASN/ISN members know about this, since the emails of those most affected are inaccessible. If anyone is in contact with ASN/ISN members in New Orleans, please make sure that they are aware of these offers. 

2005 ASN Meeting - Madison, W

The 36th Annual Meeting of the American Society for Neurochemistry was proclaimed a success with over 485 neuroscientists, students and post docs from all over the world in attendance.  The meeting was held at the Monona Terrace Convention Center in Madison, Wisconsin, June 25-29.  With seven symposia, fourteen colloquia, six workshops, twenty oral presentations and over 300 poster presentations, the four days were packed with sessions that addressed the four major themes of ASN membership: 1) Building the Nervous System; 2) Glial Cell Biology; 3) Molecular and Cell Biology, and 4) Neurodegeneration and Disease.

The meeting was highlighted with an early morning bike ride around Lake Monona, an evening of Shakespeare theatre and the local Savoyards singing Gilbert & Sullivan ballads at the closing banquet.  A very special thanks goes out to Doug Feinstein, Chair of the Scientific Program Committee and Ian Duncan, Chair of the Local Host Committee, along with the committee members for orchestrating an excellent meeting in Madison.

Feedback survey for the Madison, WI meeting.  An effective means for us to assess whether we are doing a good job of hosting our annual meeting is to conduct an exit survey.  The responses for this year’s meeting follow. There were 79 surveys/480 attendees (i.e., a 6% response rate.) In general, comments were highly supportive (e.g., lots of “fabulous meeting” comments, and “high quality of sessions, and speakers”.)

5 is best and 1 is worst

	General Feedback
	No Response
	#5
	#4
	#3
	#2
	#1

	Meeting time well-spent
	
	60
	18
	0
	0
	1

	Wide variety of topics
	
	45
	24
	6
	2
	1

	Updated me on the current research in Neurochemistry
	
	48
	28
	2
	
	1

	Adequate time to interact with colleagues
	1
	52
	16
	8
	
	2

	Attended banquet
	13
	Yes:54
	No:10
	
	
	

	Banquet was a valuable part of meeting
	26
	42
	3
	6
	2
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Symposia well attended
	2
	42
	30
	4
	1
	

	Had access to symposia speakers
	2
	42
	24
	7
	3
	1

	Number of symposia
	1
	Hi:2
	Fine:70
	Lo:6
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Colloquia well attended
	1
	48
	24
	5
	
	1

	Had access to colloquia speakers
	3
	59
	11
	5
	1
	

	Number of colloquia
	1
	Hi: 3
	Fine:75
	Lo:0
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Workshops well attended
	9
	35
	27
	6
	1
	1

	Interactive and engaging
	4
	39
	26
	8
	1
	1

	Number of workshop
	1
	Hi: 2
	Fine:70
	Lo:6
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Poster sessions well attended
	3
	30
	22
	21
	3
	

	Interactive and engaging
	3
	35
	26
	10
	4
	

	Length of poster sessions
	4
	Hi: 1
	Fine:67
	Lo:7
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ASN Placement Service. 

The ASN placement service has been re-established. Any members who are interested in posting their job wanted or job available ad at ASN website should email Jeffrey Yao
 yaojk@upmc.edu They must feel out a template that can be obtained at the web site or from Dr. Yao.

Keep Your Directory Information Correct

Check the ASN Online Directory
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