
Minutes of the ISN Business Meeting

Congress Innsbruck, Hall "Brussel"

Innsbruck, Austria 

August 23, 2005

Please note that links are provided for the written reports.

Agenda

1. Opening of the Meeting

2. President’s Report

3. Treasurer’s Report

4. Secretary’s Report

5. Results of elections for new Treasurer and Council Members

6. Change of bylaws concerning the procedure for election of Officers and Council Members 

7. Report on the activities of ISN Committees

8. Matters arising from the ISN Council Meeting I

9. Report on the 20th Biennial Meeting, Innsbruck 2005

10. Status of the 21st Biennial Meeting, Cancun 2007

11. Status of the 2nd ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference, Antigua 2006

12. Proposals for the 22nd Biennial Meeting in 2009

13. Membership dues

14. Any other business
Ad 1 and Ad 2 Opening of the Meeting and President’s report
The President, A. Schousboe (AS), welcomed the approximately 50 ISN members who attended the meeting, and concluded that the quorum of at least 1 % of the membership needed for decisions to be made was satisfied. AS remarked that this was by far the best attendance to a GBM in recent years.

The President reminded that reports were posted on the website in advance and asked participants to address only specific questions about the reports. 

There were no questions concerning the President’s report.

Ad 3 Treasurer’s report 

The Treasurer, R. Butterworth (RB), reported that the major source of income for 2005 and 2006 will be the Journal. Some reduction in this income is expected as occurs for other journals because of online open access policies. Income from investments remains the same but income from membership dues will be taken over by Portland Press management fees.

Regarding expenses RB indicated that cost of financial advice, legal cost and audits keeps increasing and that a reduction in Officers expenses is expected. The cost of the Neurochemistry Newsletter will also decrease as it goes mostly online.

B. Hamprecht inquired about CAEN not spending its budget in 2004. The Treasurer explained that applications to CAEN are unpredictable but that the budget will be eventually expended.

The Treasurer’s report was unanimously accepted by the attendants.

Ad 4 Secretary’s report 

There were no questions concerning the Secretary’s report.

Ad 5 Results of elections for new Treasurer and Council Members

The Secretary, A. Garcia (AG), reported that David Shine had been the only member nominated for Treasurer, while the four new Councillors were elected among 10 nominated members. Ballots were counted in the presence of A. Schousboe (President), A. Garcia (Secretary) and H. Dano (President’s assistant) in the President’s office in Copenhagen on June 19th. 

The results of the election were as follows:

New Treasurer:

David Shine, USA

New Council Members:
Francisco Barrantes, Argentina





Philip Beart, Australia






Alois Saria, Austria





Eva Sykova, Czech Republic

Ad 6 Change of bylaws concerning the procedure for election of Officers and Council Members 
The Company Secretary, J. Clark (JC), reported on the changes introduced in the Society Bylaws after Council approval to allow electronic voting for elections and other matters.

Electronic voting was approved unanimously by the membership.

Ad 7 Report on the activities of ISN Committees
There were no comments about the Reports that had been posted on the website.

The Chairman of the Publication Committee (J. Clark) added some information to that included in his report. He informed that the Journal is doing well and that the Chief Editor for the Western office, Brian Collier, is retiring after 10 years. He thanked him in the name of the society for his hard work during all these years. Sean Murphy who has been a Deputy Chief Editor in the Eastern and Western offices has agreed to take over Brian Collier’s place.

JC mentioned that the Journal Working Party created after a Council decision in the Osaka meeting keeps exploring ways to improve the citation image of the Journal.  

JC reminded the membership of the upcoming 50th Anniversary of the Journal. A number of activities are being prepared for the celebration: complete electronic archiving of the Journal, publication of a Special Issue and JN 50th Anniversary Symposia in the annual meetings of the sister societies. ASN is already preparing one Symposium for the upcoming meeting in Portland. 

The President thanked JC for his excellent job.

Ad 8 Matters arising from the ISN Council Meeting I

The President reported that Council had discussed about the convenience of changing the procedure to accept new members. It was felt that the actual procedure by which a person can become an ISN member if it is supported by the signature of just one member does not guarantee that the applicant is active in neurochemistry or related fields. Since decisions can be approved by only 1 % of the membership, the present membership admission procedure may allow a group of people, not necessarily scientists, to take over the society. After some discussion it was unanimously approved to ask for a short CV in addition of the signature of a member certifying that the applicant is active in Neurochemistry or related fields. This may require a small change in the Bylaws that can now be voted on by the membership electronically.

AS informed about the Council decision of considering the Past President an Appointed Officer and of giving voting rights to all Appointed Officers (Past President, Chair of Publication Committee, Historian). After a short discussion, the membership was largely in favour of the notion. This will require a change in the Bylaws.

AS informed that Council had approved to publish the Neurochemistry Newsletter exclusively online. Portland Press may provide this service in the future. A large majority of the attendants was in favour. 

AS informed that Council had accepted Roger Butterworth as the new President of the ISN for the following two years. RB was unanimously accepted as the new ISN President and will take over the Presidency at the end of the GBM.

Ad 9 Report on the 20th Biennial Meeting, Innsbruck 2005
The Chairperson of the LOC (A. Saria, ASa) thanked the ISN and the Program Committee for an excellent collaboration. He reported a final figure of 971 registrations. Twenty five percent of participants (245) were students, 49 were local students that worked on the organisation and got a registration waive. Participants came from 56 countries, of which the top six were USA, Japan, Germany, Austria, UK and Australia. The expenses and income have been close to those projected in 2003 and a slight surplus (10,000-20,000 €) is expected.

ASa informed that a survey on the meeting was prepared by the PCO and distributed to participants. The turnout has been good and results will be analysed and reported to Council.

The President thanked ASa for his excellent work and good prediction of expenditure.

Ad 10 Status of the 21st Biennial Meeting, Cancun 2007
Ricardo Tapia (RT) in representation of the LOC, reported on the progress of the organization of the meeting. He presented a budget that was considerably lower than the initial one because of cancellation of the 4th floor of the Convention Center (CC) that will not be needed. RT informed that a number of rooms had been blocked in different hotels at walking distance from the CC. He also mentioned possible locations for satellite meetings (Merida, Mexico City, Miami,…) and the many touristic attractions of the area. The webpage www.isn-asn2007cancun.org.mx is under construction and will soon be in operation.

The President thanked RT for his job.

Ad 11 Status of the 2nd ISN Special Neurochemistry Conference, Antigua 2006

The chairperson of the LOC, Steve Pfeiffer (SP), reported on the progress of the organisation of the Meeting. The meeting will take place on December 1-5, 2006 in the Jolly Beach Resort, Antigua, West Indies. The meeting website is being prepared and will hopefully be ready towards the end of October. It will be linked to the ISN website. The registration fees will be 200 USD per person all included (registration and meals). He announced that flyers were available for members to take to their institutions. 

The President thanked SP for his effort.

Ad 12 Proposals for the 22nd Biennial Meeting in 2009

a. BUSAN

Dr. Yoo Hun Suh (YHS) from Seoul National University presented the proposal for hosting the 2009 ISN Meeting in Busan, the second largest city in South Korea. He first mentioned that neurochemical research in Korea is recently experiencing an exponential growth and that Korea is now an active participant and contributor in the Asia Pacific Region. The proposal of Busan as the site of the ISN meeting is supported by 10 national organizations. YHS informed that Busan is easily accessible from Seoul and has direct flights from the most important cities in Asia. The proposed venue, Busan Exhibition and Convention Centre (BEXCO), has all the necessary facilities. Several hotels of different categories are located nearby and with some of them a discount of 50-60 % has been negotiated. Hotels rooms range from 110-140 USD and student accommodation in a modern Youth Hostel is about 20-30 USD per person. The welcome reception and free shuttle buses from hotels to the airport and BEXCO are sponsored by local organizations. The registration fee was estimated to be 270 USD for members and 320 USD for non-members. Support will be offered for young scientists from the Asian Pacific Region. After YHS presentation, a representative from BEXCO welcomed ISN members to Busan in 2009.

b. BEIJING

Dr. Albert Yu (AY) from Beijing University presented the proposal of Beijing as the venue for the 2009 ISN meeting. He started pointing out that it is unprecedented to hold an ISN meeting in China and that having an international meeting on neurochemistry will certainly nurture and assist the future development of neuroscience in China. Beijing will be even more attractive after 2008 when the Olympic Games will take place since new infrastructure and facilities are under construction at the moment. The local organizing committee, composed of scientists from different parts of China, will provide assistance for the organization of satellite meetings in scenic cities in China, such as Qingdao, Xian and Shanghai. Since the 2009 meeting will be a joint ISN/APSN meeting, the APSN will be contacted after the venue is decided.

AY informed that Beijing International Convention Center has all the facilities necessary to hold the meeting (four large lecture rooms and space for posters, reception and banquet). This venue is within easy reach of main transport hubs, the city center and the airport. It is surrounded by several hotels of different categories and prizes ranging from 129 USD to 154 USD per night. The registration fee was estimated to be around 280-300 USD. AY expects to raise support from private donations for around 100 Chinese students.  

Some members pointed out that there could be visa problems depending on the country of origin of the participants.

Based on the information provided in the written material as well as during the presentations the Council will debate the proposals and reach a decision at the Second Council meeting. 

Ad 13 Membership dues

AS informed about the Council proposal to increase the Membership fee to face increasing expenses derived from Portland Press management of fees and further services for the benefit of membership. 

It was unanimously accepted to increase the fee for Ordinary Members from 45 to 60 USD and for young scientists from 20 to 25 USD.

Ad 14 Any other business

David Shine (DS) informed that the Chair of the Membership Search Committee, G. DeVries (GD) could not come to Innsbruck. The results of the survey he conducted will be posted on the website. 

AS handed over the Presidency to R. Butterworth.

Even though the decision on the Venue of 2009 ISN Meeting is a Council decision that will be taken at the 2nd Council Meeting, the new President (RB) asked the proposers of the 2009 ISN Meeting bids to leave the room in order to ask the membership for a hand vote on the sites. A majority of the membership voted in favour of Busan.

The Business Meeting ended at 8:15 p.m.
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